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have it in his power to injure the public, is false accusation,
whereof this kingdom hath afforded too many examples:
Neither is it long since no man, whose opinions were thought
to differ from those in fashion, could safely converse be}Tond
his nearest friends, for fear of being sworn against, as a
traitor, by those who made a traffic of perjury and suborna-
tion ; by which the very peace of the nation was disturbed,
and men fled from each other as they would from a lion or
a bear got loose. And, it is very remarkable, that the per-
nicious project now in hand to reduce us to beggary, was
forwarded by one of these false accusers, who had been con-
victed of endeavouring, by perjury and subornation, to take
away the lives of several innocent persons here among us;
and, indeed, there could not be a more proper instrument
for such a work.

Another method by which the meanest people may do
injury to the public, is the spreading of lies and false
rumours, thus raising a distrust among the people of a
nation, causing them to mistake their true interest, and their
enemies for their friends : And this hath been likewise too
successful a practice among us, where we have known the
whole kingdom misled by the grossest lies, raised upon
occasion to serve some particular turn. As it hath also
happened in the case I lately mentioned, where one obscure
man, by representing our wants where they were least, and
concealing them where they were greatest, had almost suc-
ceeded in a project of utterly ruining this whole kingdom;
and may still succeed, if God doth not continue that public
spirit, which He hath almost miraculously kindled in us upon
this occasion.

Thus we see the public is many times, as it were, at the
mercy of the meanest instrument, who can be wicked enough
to watch opportunities of doing it mischief, upon the prin-
ciples of avarice or malice; which, I am afraid, are deeply
rooted in too many breasts, and against which there can be
no defence, but a firm resolution in all honest men, to be
closely united and active in shewing their love to their
country, by preferring the public interest to their present
private advantage. If a passenger, in a great storm at sea,
should hide his goods that they might not be thrown
overboard to lighten the ship, what would be the conse-